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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 [0001 ] The present invention relates to the preparation of tri ethyl enediamine (TEDA) and piperazine (PIP) by contact- 
ing nitrogen-containing compounds with zeolites at elevated temperature. 

[0002] The synthesis of TEDA and PIP from a variety of amine compounds using metallosilicates is well known in the 
art. 

[0003] U.S. 3,956.329 discloses a process for preparing TEDA from a number of amine compounds using untreated 
10 zeolite catalysts with a SiO^ Al 2 0 3 (silica to alumina) ratio between 2 and 12. 

[0004] U.S. 4,804,758 discloses the preparation of TEDA from certain heterocyclic amines in the presence of boro- 
silicate and/or iron silicate zeolites as catalysts. 

[0005] U.S. 4,966,969 and 5,041 ,548 disclose the preparation of TEDA from amine compounds using a catalyst com- 
prising a crystalline metallosilicate having a silica/metal oxide molar ratio of 12/1 or more, in particular, a metallosilicate 
is crystallized in the presence of an organic crystallizing agent. 

[0006] EP 158 319 discloses a method of preparing TEDA by contacting acyclic or heterocyclic amines with untreated 
high-silica zeolite having a silica to alumina ratio of at least 20 to 1 . 

[0007] EP 382 055 discloses a process for synthesizing TEDA from ethylenediamine and 0 to 200 mole% PIP on alu- 
minum, boron, gallium and/or iron silicate zeolites. 
20 [0008] EP 423 526 discloses the preparation of TEDA and PIP from ethyl enediamine-water mixtures which is cata- 
lyzed by zeolites of the pentasil type with weakened acidity, i.e.. which contain alkali metal ions or in which the aluminum 
of the zeolite skeleton has been isomorphously replaced by iron. 

[0009] EP 31 2 734 discloses that PIP can be converted directly to TEDA in the presence of untreated zeolites having 
a pentasil. especially a ZSM-5, structure. 
25 [001 0] EP 313 753 discloses the preparation of mixtures of TEDA and PIP from polyethylene polyamines and/or eth- 
anolamines using an untreated pentasil zeolite. 

[0011] Journal of Catalysis (vol. 144, p556-568, 1993) describes the use of pentasil type zeolites for TEDA synthesis 
from a variety of polyamines. 

[001 2] Selectivation of zeolites with silicon compounds has been used for improving catalytic properties of some spe- 
30 cific processes: 

[001 3] US 5,365,004 discloses zeolite catalysts which have been modified by being ex situ selectivated with a silicon 
compound to improve their catalytic properties for hydrocarbon conversions such as toluene disproportionation proc- 
ess. 

[0014] EP 593, 086 discloses treatment of mordenite zeolite with tetraethyl orthosilicate (TEOS) to improve the selec- 
35 tivrty for methylamine synthesis. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0015] The present invention is directed to a process for preparing TEDA and PIP by contacting an amine-containing 
40 compound with a pentasil-type zeolite in the hydrogen (H+) and/or ammonium (NH 4 +) form at elevated temperatures. 
The zeolite catalyst used in the process is one whose surface has been at least partially passivated prior to or after its 
conversion to the H+ or NH 4 + form. Passivation is performed by treating the zeolite with certain silicon compounds in 
an organic solvent. 

[001 6] Such surface passivation treatment at least partially and permanently deactivates, or selectivates, the external 
45 sites of the zeolite catalyst for acid catalyzed reactions by providing a coating of silicon material on the surface and sur- 
prisingly improves the selectivity toward TEDA and PIP production. Some of the amine compounds typically used in 
making TEDA and PIP, such as ethylenediamine (EDA), are very reactive on the external sites of untreated zeolite cat- 
alysts giving undesired products. 

so DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[001 7] As the starting material to be used in the process for preparing TEDA and P IP, any amine compounds typically 
used in the art can be used, such as ethanolamines, including monoethanolamine, diethanolamine and trieth- 
anolamine; ethyleneamines, including ethylenediamine. diethylenetriamine and triethylenetetramine; piperazines 
55 including piperazine, N-hydroxyethylpiperazine, bis-(hydroxyethyl)piperazine and N-aminoethylpiperazine; morpholine 
and obviously mixtures of the foregoing. 

[0018] The crystalline metallosilicate (zeolite), which is used as the catalyst in the process, has a crystal skeleton 
mainly comprised of silicon dioxide (silica; S1O2) and a metal oxide such as aluminum oxide (alumina; AfeOa), iron oxide 
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or boron oxide. Alumina is the preferred metal oxide. The silica/metal oxide molar ratio is 12:1 or more, preferably 20:1 
to 1000:1 , and more preferably 50:1 to 500:1. If the silica/metal oxide molar ratio is less than 12:1 , the yield of TEDA 
and PIP may be undesirably low. 

[0019] There are no special limitations to the crystalline metailosilicate that is used as long as it satisfies the above 
s silica/metal oxide molar ratio. Crystalline aluminosilicates having a main pore made of a ten-member ring of oxygen, 
especially those belonging to members of the pentasil-type structure, are preferred with ZSM-5 zeolite being most pre- 
ferred. 

[0020] The preparation of suitable pentasil zeolite catalysts is well known to those skilled in the art as illustrated by 
the previously cited patents and literature references. In addition, suitable pentasil zeolites are commercially available 
10 from many sources such as Degussa AG and CU Chemie Uetikon AG. 

[0021 ] Crystalline aluminosilicates of the pentasil family as obtained by hydrothermal synthesis using an organic crys- 
tallizing agent are particularly preferred. Among the pentasil types, the zeolite structures ZSM-5, ZSM-1 1 , ZSM-8, and 
ZSM-5/ZSM-1 1 -intermediates are preferred, especially ZSM-5. 

[0022] The zeolite catalysts are used in their hydrogen form (H+) and/or their ammonium form (NH 4 +) after having 

75 undergone the surface passivation treatment. 

[0023] For example, a pentasil-type crystalline aluminosilicate can be prepared by the hydrothermal synthesis using 
a mixture composed mainly of a silica source, e.g., colloidal silica, silica gel, or silicic acid salts such as water glass, 
and an aluminum oxide source, e.g., the sulfuric acid salts, nitric acid salts or oxy acid salts of alumina, such as alumi- 
num sulfate and sodium aluminate. in the absence or preferably in the presence of an organic crystallizing agent, e.g., 

20 amines such as tetraalkylammonium halide having 2 to 5 carbon atoms. 

[0024] There is also known a method in which the hydrothermal synthesis is performed in the presence of alkali metal 
compounds such as the hydroxides and halides of alkali metal such as sodium and the like. 

[0025] The crystalline aluminosilicate obtained by these methods is generally not of the H+ or NH 4 + form, but of the 
form that H+ and NH 4 + are replaced by quaternary ammonium ion and/or alkali metal ion such as Na+ and the like. 
25 Therefore, the crystalline aluminosilicate must be changed into the H+ or NH 4 + form, and this exchange can be easily 
achieved by known methods. 

[0026] With regard to the surface passivation treatment, useful passivating agents, i.e., silicon-containing materials 
capable of passivating the surface of a crystalline aluminosilicate. include those silicon-containing materials which are 
disclosed as selectivating agents in US 5,365,004 at Col 5/26-6/16, which disclosure is incorporated by reference. 
so [0027] Examples of silicon-containing passivating agents for use in the passivation treatment include tetraalkoxysi- 
lanes, also known as tetraalkyl orthosilicates, such as tetramethoxysilane and tetraethoxysilane. dimer to hexamer of 
tetraalkoxysilanes, silicon tetrachloride, dimethyldichlorosilane, trimethylchlorosilane. tetramethyldisilazane and hex- 
amethyldisilazane. 

[0028] The passivating treatment of the zeolite is carried out in a liquid phase. The passivating agent may be directly 
35 used, but in general, it is first dissolved in a suitable solvent. Examples of solvents which are often used include aliphatic 
and alicyclic hydrocarbons such as hexane, octane and cyclohexane, aromatic hydrocarbons such as benzene, toluene 
and xylene, ethers such as ethyl ether and isopropyi ether, lower alcohols such as methanol, ethanol and jsopropyl alco- 
hol, and alkyl ethers of ethylene glycol such as ethylene glycol monomethyl ether and ethylene glycol monoethyl ether. 
[0029] The desirable solvents are preferably selected in compliance with the kind of passivating agent to be used. The 
40 concentration of the passivating agent in the solvent is in the range of from 2 to 30 wt%. 

[0030] The passivating agent is dissolved in the solvent to form a passivating agent solution, and the aluminosilicate 
is then suspended in the passivating agent solution to carry out the passivation treatment for the aluminosilicate, 
whereby a silicon compound is deposited and fixed on the surface of the aluminosilicate. 

[0031] The temperature at which the passivation treatment is carried out is in the range of from room temperature to 
45 the boiling point of the solution and temperatures in the range from 0 to 200°C are often used. When the treatment is 
performed under the application of pressure, the treatment temperature can be further raised. 

[0032] The duration of the passivation treatment depends mainly upon the treatment temperature, but a treatment 
time of from 6 to 100 hours is often used with a treatment temperature in the vicinity of room temperature and a time of 
about 0.5 to 20 hours is often used with a temperature of from 40 to 90°C. 
so [0033] After completion of the passivation treatment, the aluminosilicate is separated from the treatment solution in 
the usual manner such as filtration or centrifugation, and then heated under an atmosphere of inert gas such as nitro- 
gen or under reduced pressure to remove the adhered or adsorbed organic solvent. Next the aluminosilicate is heated 
at 300 to 600°C in an atmosphere of air or oxygen to yield the desired catalyst. 

[0034] The passivation treatment of the aluminosilicate with the passivation agent is not limited to one operation but 
55 it may be repeated a number of times. In particular, the passivation treatment may be repeated several times to afford 
a catalyst possessing the desired selectivity. 

[0035] As to the preferred embodiments, the prepared aluminosilicate is contacted, for example, with a 0.01 to 5 molar 
organic solution of a silicon-containing passivating agent at 0 to 1 00°C for sufficient time to effect partial or total surface 
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EXAMPLES 1 and 2 
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Table 1 



Example 


EPA Conversion (%) 


TEDA&PIP Selectivity 






(mole%) 


1 


98 


81 


2 


95 


89 
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[0048] The data in Table 1 clearly show the beneficial effect of TEDA and PIP selectivity upon treating ZSM-5 zeolite 
with tetraethyt orthosilicate. 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICATION 

15 

[0049] The present invention provides an improvement in the production of TEDA and PIP from amine compounds 
using a zeolite catalyst passivated with a silicon-containing compound. 

Claims 

20 

1 . In a process for preparing triethylenediamine and piperazine by passing an amine compound over a pentasil-type 
zeolite at elevated temperature, the amine compound being an ethanolamine, an ethyleneamine. a piperazine, 
morpholine or a mixture of the foregoing, the improvement which comprises employing a pentasil-type zeolite in the 
hydrogen or ammonium form which has been treated with a surface passivating agent which is a silicon-containing 

25 compound. 

2. The process of Claim 1 in which the passivating agent is a tetraalkyl orthosilicate. 

3. The process of Claim 2 in which the passivating agent is tetraethyl orthosilicate. 

30 

4. The process of Claim 1 in which the passivating agent is a silica gel. 

5. The process of Claim 1 in which the passivating agent is a polysiloxane. 

35 6. The process of Claim 2 in which the zeolite has a silica/metal oxide molar ratio of 20:1 to 1 000:1 . 

7. The process of Claim 6 in which the zeolite is a ZSM-5, ZSM-8 or ZSM-1 1 zeolite. 

8. The process of Claim 7 in which the amine compound is monoethanolamine, diethanolamine, triethanolamine, eth- 
40 ylenediamine, diethylenetriamine, triethylenetetramine, piperazine, N-hydroxyethylptperazine, bis-(hydroxye- 

thyl)piperazine, N-aminoethyipiperazine, morpholine or a mixture of any of the foregoing. 

9. In a process for preparing triethylenediamine and piperazine by passing an amine compound which is an eth- 
anolamine, an ethyleneamine, a piperazine or morpholine, over a pentasil-type zeolite at elevated temperature, the 

45 improvement which comprises employing a ZSM-5 zeolite in the hydrogen or ammonium form which has been 
treated with a passivating agent which is a silicon-containing compound capable of deactivating the acidic site on 
the surface of the zeolite. 

10. The process of Claim 9 in which the amine compound is ethylenediamine, diethylenetriamine or triethyienete- 
so tramine or a mixture thereof. 

11. The process of Claim 10 in which the zeolite has a silica/alumina molar ratio of 20:1 to 1000:1. 

12. The process of Claim 1 1 in which the amine compound is ethylenediamine. 

55 

13. The process of Claim 12 in which the passivating agent is a tetraalky orthosilicate. 

14. The process of Claim 13 in which the passivating agent is tetraethyl orthosilicate. 
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alcoholic solution of a tetraalkyl orthosilicate. 
5 16. The process of Cairn 15 in which the zeolite has a silica/alumina molar ratio of 50:1 to 500:1 . 
17 The process of Claim 16 in which the passivating agent is tetraethyl orthosilicate. 

n 18. Theprocesso«C.aim17inwh^ 
tion. 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



40 



45 



(19) 



(12) 



Europdisches Patentamt 
European Patent Office 
Off ice europSen des brevets (11) EP 0 952 152 A3 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) Date of publication A3: 

23.02.2000 Bulletin 2000/08 

(43) Date of publication A2: 

27.10.1999 Bulletin 1999/43 

(21) Application number: 99106963.4 

(22) Date of filing: 08.04.1 999 



(51) int CL 7 : C07D 295/02, C07C 209/64, 
C07C211/14 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES R FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 
MC NL PT SE 

Designated Extension States: 
AL LT LV MK RO SI 

(30) Priority: 09.04.1998 US 57662 

(71) Applicant: 

AIR PRODUCTS AND CHEMICALS, INC. 
Allentown, PA 18195-1501 (US) 



(72) Inventors: 

• LI, Hong-Xin 
Allentown, PA 18104 (US) 

• Santiesteban, Jose Guadalupe 
Allentown, PA 18103 (US) 

• Emig, Lenore Ann 
Whitehall, PA 18052 (US) 

• Armor, John Nelson 
Orefield, PA 18069 (US) 

(74) Representative: Kador & Partner 
Comeliusstrasse 15 
80469 Munchen (DE) 



(54) Triethylenediamine and piperazine synthesis using zeolithe catalysts modified with a 
silicon-containing compound 

(57) A process for preparing triethylenediamine and 
piperazine by passing an ethanolamine, ethyleneamine, 
piperazine or morpholine over a pentasil-type zeolite at 
elevated temperature characterized by employing a 
ZSM-5 zeolite in the hydrogen or ammonium form which 
has been treated with a passivating agent which is a sil- 
icon-containing compound capable of deactivating the 
acidic sites on the zeolite surface. 



CO 



CM 

in 

CM 

10 



Q. 

LU 



Primed by Xerox (UK) Business Services 
2.16.7/3.6 



EP 0 952 152 A3 



j) 



European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Numbor 

EP 99 10 6963 



Relevant 
to claim 

Ii-i8 



T^ ^i^CONSIOER EPTO BE RELEVANT 

— E^iTn of document *Hh Indication, where appropriate. 

of relevant passages 

t E P 0 831 096 A (AIR PROD & CHEM) 
25 March 1998 (WB^ffl) 
* page 2, line 46 - line 49 * 

I* claims * 

US 5 567 666 A (BECK JEFFREY S ET AL) |l-18 
22 October 1996 (1996-10-22) 
column 1, paragraph 2 * 
column 3, line 22 - 
column 4, line 9 - line 12 * 
column 5, line - line 9 * 
. column 6, line 44 - c f "™ ?>V 
.column 10, line 38 - ] hne 42 * 

► column 11, line 11 - line 13 * 

► column 12, line 24 - line 26 * 

* column 14, line 9 * „ 

* column 14, line 62 - line 65 * 

* claims 1,10,11 * 

DA I US 4 966 969 A (SATO HARUHIT0 ET AL) 
! 30 October 1990 (1990-10-30) 

D * EP 0 312 734 A (HUELS CHEMISCHE WERKE AG) 
' »26 April 1989 (1989-04-26) 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APP LICATION (lnLCI.6) 

C07D295/02 
C07C 209/64 
C07C211/14 



TECHNICAL HELDS 
SEARCHED (IntCLi) 



C07D 

IC07C 



The present search report has been dra>^ up for all dal m^ 

_ 1 Oat. o* oomptotion d tt~ 

ptae«ol search 



BERLIN 

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 

X • Darticulariy relevant if taken alone 

Y : Secularly relevant it combined with another 

i document of the same category 
A : technological background 
Ornon-wrmendlsctosure 
? ,P: intermediate document ■ • 



□at. or cofi^— - i 

21 December 1999 ] OjuTliva^ 



T • theory or principle underiying the inverrton 
E S patent document, but published on, or 

after the Wing date 
D : document dted in theapp»«cat«on 
L • document cited tor other reasons 



iTmembeVoT^ 
document , ■ ■ 



2 



EP 0 952 152 A3 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 99 10 6963 



This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on 

The European Patent Office Is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of Information. 

21-12-1999 



Patent document ? 
cited in search report 




Publication 
. date 

» Jir . - . 


Patent family 
members) 


Publication 
date 


EP 0831096 


A 


25-03-1998?^ 


( US 
BR 
JP 


5731449 A 
9704762 A 
10109964 A 


24-03-1998 
17-11-1998 
28-04-1998 


US 5567666 


A 


22-10-1996 


NONE 






US 4966969 


A 


30-10-1990 


JP 
JP 
JP 


2085625 C 
6033266 B 
63122654 A 


23-08-1996 
02-05-1994 
26-05-1988 


EP 0312734 


A 


26-04-1989 


DE 
AT 
DE 
JP 


3735214 A 
71098 T 
3867417 A 
1132587 A 


27-04-1989 
15-01-1992 
13-02-1992 
25-05-1989 



o ■ 

uj For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82 



3 




i \ f 



